
THE KEY TO MAKING THE MOST OF A SMALL 
outdoor room is in the planning and design of 
the space. Small outdoor rooms demand careful 
planning and by using the available space to your 
advantage, and working with rather than against 
the issues presented by a small space, you’ll not 
only be able to use the space more efficiently, but 
you’ll also be able to maximise the perception of 
space and, in turn, create the perfect outdoor room.

By manipulating the viewer’s perception of space, 
small outdoor rooms can appear larger than they 

actually are. There are many ways in 
which you can make a small outdoor 
room appear more spacious. First, 
try to use the space for one purpose 
only. That way, you’ll be able to fully 
utilise the area — be it an outdoor 
dining room, poolside pavilion or 
outdoor entertainment space — without 
feeling like the space is letting you down. 
Remember, a small outdoor room 
cannot be used for as many activities 

as a larger one, so choose your priority and plan 
for that alone.

Another way to make small outdoor rooms 
appear larger is by keeping it simple. Reduce 
the number of elements in the space, such as 
furniture, lighting and accessories, and don’t 
be afraid of blank space. When it comes to 
furniture, space-efficient and low pieces 
are ideal. And remember, the elements 
don’t need to be small themselves. One 
large accessory will have a greater impact 
than several smaller ones, which often 
look cluttered and in a small outdoor room 
— you can’t afford to have the space look 
messy or busy.

Another clever way to alter the 
perception of space in a small outdoor 

Thinking big
With careful planning and canny design you can 

achieve big things with a small outdoor room
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Use vertical design elements. Leaf sculpture from 
Garden Life. 

Inbuilt seating and wall art. Design by Creative Outdoor Solutions.
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